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E mail: admin@settlemiddle.n-yorks.sch.uk                                     Website: www.settlemiddle.n-yorks.sch.uk 

Head: Mr A M Stapley BA Hons PGCE          Telephon e: 01729 823636                        Fax: 01729 8 23645 

Settle Middle School, Settle, North Yorkshire, BD24  0BU 
 

May we welcome you, as a parent, and your son or 

daughter, as a pupil, to Settle Middle School?  We 

hope your child will spend a happy and profitable 

time with us.  Please read this brochure carefully, as 

it contains a lot of information about the school.  It is 

helpful if you keep it safely to refer to while your child 

is a pupil here, because it answers many of the 

questions that parents often ask. 
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         School starts at 8.30am and finishes at 3. 15pm.    There are five one-hour lessons. 
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Summer Friday 22nd July 2011 Monday 5th September 2011 

Half-term Friday 21st October 2011 Monday 31st October 2011 

Christmas Tuesday 20th December 2011 Monday 9th January 2012 

Half-term Friday 10th February 2012 Monday 20th February 2012 

Easter Friday 30th March 2012 Monday 16th April 2012 

May Day Friday 4th May 2012 Tuesday 8th May 2012 

Half-term Friday 1st June 2012 Monday 11th June 2012 

Summer Friday 13th July 2012  
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Mr A. M. Stapley - Head Teacher 

Mr R. Hampton - Deputy Head and Head of ICT 

TEACHERS 

 

Mr M. Glover Head of Year 8 & Head of PE 

Mrs J. Lassey Head of Y7 and Special Needs Co-ordinator 

Mrs G. Coulson Head of Y6 and Head of Design Technology 

Mrs E. Tayler Head of English/Literacy 

Mr L Rostaing Head of Mathematics 

Mrs  R. Pritchard Head of Science 

Madam Pickard Head of MFL 

Mr N. Carter Head of Humanities 

Mrs L. Alderson Head of Music 

Mrs A. Balsamini Head of PSHECE/ PE Teacher Yr 7 Form Teacher 

Miss L. Tillotson Head of Technology  

Mr P Hannaby Head of Art  

Mrs. J. Askew Yr 6 Form Teacher / MFL Teacher 

Mrs J. Lonsdale Yr 6 Form Teacher / Maths Teacher 

Mrs A Lister Yr 6 Form Teacher / Head of RE 

Mrs T. Murphy Part Time Teacher 

   

TEACHING ASSISTANTS  

Mrs T Bullock 

Mrs R. Dugdale 

Mrs K. Clegg 

Mrs. T. Emmett 

Mrs. C. Fell Mrs J. Fielden 

Mrs. A. Hewitt Mr M. McSharry 

Mrs J. Morgan Mrs. L. Pauley 

Mr J Lord ��  Mr S Lord 

Ms M Parker 
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Mr. M. Preston ICT Network Manager 

Mrs. T. Wilson         School Secretary 

Mrs. S. Stapleton    School Secretary 

Mrs. S. McManus    School Secretary 

Mrs. D. Read Catering Manager 

Mrs M. Lambert Assistant Catering Manager 

Mrs. A. Thornton Catering Assistant 

Mrs. C. Peacock Catering Assistant 

Miss E. Moorhouse Catering Assistant 

Mrs. L. Dryden MSA 

Mrs. D. Whitehouse MSA 

Mr L. Beck Site Supervisor 

Mrs C Hall Cleaner 

Mrs. Y Raw Cleaner 

Mr. L. Margrie Cleaner 

 

Ms. C. Welbourn, Corporate Director – Children and Young People’s Service, 

County Hall. Northallerton. 0845 0349494 
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    Community Governors: 

·  Mr A Lay  Appointed Sept 2011 

·  Mr R Handford Appointed Sept 2011 
 

 

 

Parent Governors:  

·    Mrs. A. Corns *   Elected Sept 2008 

·    Mr S Flannagan *  Elected Dec 2008 

·    Ms J Lait   Elected Mar 2010 
 

 

Staff Governors: 

·   Mr A. M. Stapley    Appointed Sept 2006 

·   Mrs E Tayler   Elected May 2008 

·   Mrs J Todd   Elected Mar 2010 
 

 

 

 

* These governors are now or have been parents of pu pils at the school. 
A term of office lasts four years. 

Governors can be contacted via Settle Middle School  
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Appointed by the LEA 

·  Mr Ian Robinson *  
  Chairman 

Appointed Sept 2009 

·  Cllr Richard Welch 
Appointed Sept 2009 
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Ours is a North Yorkshire Community Middle School for pupils of all abilities in years six, 
seven and eight (ten to thirteen years old).  Children normally start here at the end of year five and 
go to Settle College at the beginning of year nine, together with the pupils from Ingleton Middle 
School.��

Middle Schools were introduced thirty years ago to provide a three-tier system that made a 
bridge between primary and secondary schools.  The ethos of our local partnership is a real strength 
and we have something in this area which works very well.  The staff are happy; the parents like the 
system and the children do well socially and academically.  They go to middle school and they feel 

safe and secure because it is a gradual development 
and progression for them. 

The middle school and primary school 
teachers are in regular contact with each other to 
plan continuous schemes of work.  They work 
together as a partnership to form a pyramid of 
schools.  As children develop their need for 
specialist teaching increases, and our local children 
gain from the early introduction of specialist, 
graduate teachers at their middle schools. 

Your child’s year at the middle school, 
during which time the change from the primary 

school to the secondary school curriculum is phased in, including the next steps in learning a 
Modern Foreign Language.  Homework is also introduced on a regular basis and increases during 
the three years of the middle school course.  Your child will also have access to well-equipped 
facilities to support learning, such as science labs. ICT suites, DT workshops and many PE 
opportunities. 

The subject teachers in both the middle schools maintain good liaison with each other and 
with Settle College so that the curricula are taught by specialists and are well matched, and lead 
naturally into year 9 and GCSE courses in year 10 and 11. 

Another advantage of the middle school system is that the National Curriculum assessments 
at the end of year six can be followed up by teachers in the same school, rather than having a break 
when a child transfers to another school (as happens in the more old-fashioned two-tier schools).  
At the same time, the middle school system, not available in all parts of the country, introduces new 
challenges in learning and ensures that the move to the College at age thirteen is as smooth as 
possible. 

Our children are fortunate to be able to benefit from this system of schooling in North 
Craven, which gets rid of the arbitrary threshold at age 11, and offers a flying start to their 
secondary education, within a secure environment, where they are well known by every teacher.  In 
this way we can offer enriched opportunities and help every individual to achieve his or her full 
potential. 

Currently we have seven main feeder primary schools at Austwick, Giggleswick, Hellifield, 
Rathmell, Horton-in-Ribblesdale, Long Preston and Settle.  Children from neighbouring towns and 
villages, such as Malham, Kirkby Malham, Otterburn, Coniston Cold, Airton, Gargrave, Tosside 
and Skipton can, and often do, choose Settle Middle School.  (Ingleton Middle School has four 
feeder primary schools at Bentham, Burton, Clapham and Ingleton.) 

Parents whose children transfer to Settle Middle School from our local primary schools in 
the normal way at the end of year five, are invited to the school with their child before the end of 
the summer term.  Other parents are always welcome to make an appointment to visit the school. 
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 Our new pupils have the opportunity to attend a summer school in August and there is also 
a full induction programme, involving various events arranged for them, both before and after they 
move to Settle Middle.  Every year we also hold an open day, which is open to everybody, so that 
you can see the school in operation. 

Admission arrangements are administered by the LEA and are set out in a booklet, “A Guide 
to Parents”, which is available from the Craven Education Office.  We always try to keep the size of 
our classes as small as possible and there are currently four forms in years 6, 7 and 8.  The size of 
our classes therefore varies from twenty one to twenty-six, but our admission limit is set by the 
LEA 97. 
 

The total number of applications for places 
 in Y6 in September 2010/2011 was: 

        

           Within catchment:  228 

            Out of catchment:    27 

            Total places allocated:  255 
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Settle Middle School will work in partnership with pupils, 
parents and all appropriate outside agencies to: 
 

·  Provide a broad, challenging, happy environment where 
children can develop the confidence to reach their full 
potential in an ever changing world 

·  Provide a stimulating, positive, secure, calm environment for learning 
·  Encourage children to become self disciplined, self motivated learners who accept 

responsibility for their own learning and behaviour 
·  Nurture the physical, social, emotional and intellectual aspects of education for all our 

pupils 
·  Be an Inclusive School, develop the self-esteem of our pupils and encourage respect and 

tolerance and celebrate diversity 
�
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Our curriculum is designed to meet the needs of children during the important 

developmental period from ten to thirteen years old and accords with the National Curriculum.  All 
pupils are taught the core and foundation subjects, including Modern Foreign Languages and RE, 
for the three years that they attend this school. 

We aim to build on the children’s primary school education and continue the teaching of 
basic skills of language and number, whilst moving to more specialist teaching in the broader 
curriculum by year eight.  In year six, when our pupils first come here from their primary schools, 
we try to ensure that they spend the majority of their time with a small number of teachers.  As they 
move through the school up to year eight and grow older, they meet more members of staff and 
receive more specialist teaching.  In this way we are uniquely able to provide the depth of expertise 
necessary to properly deliver the national curriculum successfully to year six pupils, at the end of 
key stage two.  At the same time, we can also help our pupils to make a smooth and successful 
transition from their primary schools to Settle High. 
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Our curriculum is continuous within the school and we try to establish continuity with our 
primary schools, Ingleton Middle School and Settle College through effective liaison.  A wide range 
of modern equipment, computers interactive whiteboards and audio visual aids supports all our 
teaching.  In addition, our pupils are offered direct experiences through study journeys wherever 
possible.  The time spent on each subject varies slightly as the children progress through the school, 
with the emphasis being placed on Maths and English in the early years, moving towards Modern 
Foreign Languages and Humanities in year eight.  We aim to spend the following amounts of time 
on each subject each week: 
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English 5 hours 3 hours 4 hours 

Mathematics 5 hours 4 hours 3 hours 

Science 3 hours 4 hours 3 hours 

Humanities 2 hours 3 hours 3 hours 

P.E. 2 hours 2 hours 2 hours 

R.E. 1 hour 1 hour 1 hour 

I.C.T. 1 hour 1 hour 1 hour 

Music 1 hour 1 hour 1 hour 

Art 1 hour 1 hour 1 hour 

French 1 hour 2 hours 3 hours 

Technology – resistant materials 1 hour 1 hour 1 hour 

Technology – food and fabric 1 hour 1 hour 1 hour 

Personal and Social Education 1 hour 1 hour 1 hour 

Assembly 0.75 hours 0.75 hours 0.75 hours 

Registration / form time 1.75 hours 1.75 hours 1.75 hours 

Total time per week 27.5 hours 27.5 hours 27.5 hours 
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Morning assemblies are non-
denominational; they start at 
8.40 a.m. and last for fifteen 
minutes.  We hold a full 
school assembly on Mondays 
and Fridays; year six 
assembly is on Tuesdays; 

year seven on Wednesdays; and year eight on 
Thursdays.  We invite all the local clergy to 
join a rota to take part in these year 
assemblies.  In addition to this, each child 
receives an RE lesson each week, when we 
discuss the nature of religion and its practices.  
There is an emphasis in these lessons on 
Christianity but other major religions are also 
considered with concern for others being a 
constant theme. 

You have the right to withdraw your 
child from these activities, if you wish.  If you 
are uncertain about your child’s involvement 
in either assembly or RE lessons please speak 
to the Head first. 
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Our work in English follows 
the National Curriculum 
guidelines for key stages two 
and three and is normally 
taught in sets or ability 
groups.  Up to the end of KS2 

our year six children follow the curriculum 
prescribed by the National Literacy Strategy.  
They complete word level (spelling and 
vocabulary), sentence level (grammar and 
punctuation) and text level (fiction and non-
fiction reading comprehension and writing 
composition) work during a daily literacy 
lesson.  In KS3 our years seven and eight 
pupils build on this groundwork and follow a 
scheme which teaches them to analyse text in 
greater depth and to write in a style 
appropriate to the subject, be it creative or 
critical.  Basic skills, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar are reinforced. 

 

We also encourage our pupils to read 
widely through class silent reading time at the 
beginning of English lessons.  There is a broad 
selection of both fiction and non-fiction books 
available from the school library, which may be 
borrowed for reading at home.  We also give 
pupils opportunities to take part in drama 
during their lessons as well as extra curricular 
drama sessions and school productions. 
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 Our aim is to equip all 
children with the 
mathematical skills to tackle a 
range of numerical, spatial 

and statistical problems confidently and 
accurately.  Regular mental and oral work is 
combined with teaching more formal written 
methods. The emphasis is on understanding 
mathematical concepts so that pupils are able to 
apply their skills to a variety of situations.  The 
content of our lessons follows the National 
Curriculum, as well as the new guidelines for 
primary and secondary.  Math pupils are placed 
in sets according to ability.  A number of 
approaches are used, including whole class 
teaching and group work, so that pupils feel 
challenged but not overwhelmed by their work. 
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We aim to develop every child’s natural 
curiosity, within a scientific setting.  We 
believe that children learn best from direct 

experience and so we try to 
provide this, whenever 
possible.  We emphasize that 
Science is a process of 
discovery, as well as a body of 
knowledge and involve pupils 
in investigations so that they 

are challenged to pursue ideas, as well as 
introduced to basic scientific principles. 
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The content of our lessons in all three 
year groups has been carefully matched to the 
National Curriculum for Science.  We use a 
variety of teaching styles and, although much 
of the work is child-centred, we use many 
teaching methods, including demonstrations, 
fieldwork and library research work.  We have 
a laboratory technician, two laboratories, a 
greenhouse, pond and wild area so the range 
and quality of our resources keeps developing. 

During the three-year Science and 
PSHECE courses we deal with our pupils’ 
personal development.  Part of this programme 
of study in years six and eight involves some 
sex education lessons, which follow nationally 
available schemes of work.  These have been 
approved by the governors and provide a link 
between Science and the Personal, Social, 
Health, Economic wellbeing and Citizenship 
Education programme (see page 11).  We 
invite you to view the materials we use in 
school and give you an opportunity to discuss 
any concerns. 
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The worldwide increase in the use of 
technological equipment of all sorts has 

influenced every 
area of our 
curriculum and 
ICT is a part of 
every school 
subject.  Some 
subjects use 
particular software 
packages or 
hardware, such as 
scanners, control 
boxes, digital 
cameras, remote 

sensors or digital keyboards for music.  In 
addition to this, every child has a weekly ICT 
lesson in the dedicated ICT room, assisted by 
our specialist network manager.  Here the 
pupils can become familiar with the many 
programs we use.  All our classrooms are 
linked to the North Yorkshire County Council  

“intranet” and have interactive white-boards 
and broadband access to a governed internet.  
For those pupils who wish to do ICT extension 
work or have difficulty accessing a computer at 
home, we run a computer club.  (You have to 
give permission for your child to use the 
internet.) 
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In Art lessons we encourage our 
pupils to develop their creative, 
imaginative and practical skills, 
through a balanced programme of 
art, craft and design activities, 
working individually, in groups, 
and as a class.  Our pupils have 

the opportunity to experience a variety of 
media, including print making and ceramics.  

We also study the work of artists, craft 
workers and designers in order to broaden our 
pupils’ artistic experiences and knowledge.  
We include visits to local art galleries and 
welcome visiting artists to school, as well as 
participating in many local community 
projects. 
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We help our pupils to explore 
their environment, introducing 
them to people and places, past 
and present and leading them to 

a fuller appreciation and understanding of 
themselves and the world in which we live.                      
This means less emphasis on the barriers 
between the traditional subjects of History and 
Geography and more on their inter-relationship.  
We promote skills and concepts, as well as 
facts.  Our curriculum lends itself to pupils’ 
study of the local environment and resources 
and there are organized study journeys, dealing 
with aspects of the area visited. 
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We teach French in 

mixed ability groups in Y6 and 
then in sets throughout Y7 and 
Y8.  French is taught using 
Expo, a thoroughly up to date 
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course, written to comply with the 
requirements of the most recent strategies for 
teaching at Key Stage 3.  

Teachers’ assistants help pupils as 
necessary, and in Y8 we employ a native 
French-speaking assistante. 

We provide specialist MFL support to 
year 3, 4 and 5 pupils in all of our feeder 
primary schools, in response to the national 
Key Stage 2 MFL Strategy.  This helps pupils 
make a smooth transfer. 
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We encourage all our children to enjoy 
music and to develop personal 
skills and creative talents.  In the 
classroom all our children 
participate in singing and 
creative music, using percussion, 

recorders, keyboards and other instruments.  
We listen to a wide range of different types of 
music and try to develop our imagination and 
powers of discernment.  Extra lessons are 
available on keyboards, woodwind, brass, 
percussion and stringed instruments and 
singing from visiting teachers.  NYCC makes 
a charge for these lessons. 

We have a school band, a singing group, as 
well as a variety of choir instrumental groups, 
which meet at lunchtime and there is also a 
Saturday morning music centre in Skipton, 
which is open to our pupils. 
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Technology encompasses Resistant Materials 
and Food and Fabric. Both boys and girls 
study these subjects. 
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In this area of the subject, 
pupils explore the properties 
of a variety of woods, plastics 
and some metal.  A wide 
range of skills is developed 
through design-and-make 

assignments that require both aesthetic and 
functional considerations. Children have 
opportunities to work with structures build 

electrical circuits and explore the role of 
computers in design through CAD/CAM 
(computer aided design / manufacture). 
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In food and fabric lessons the pupils will 
experience working with food in a safe and 
hygienic way.  They develop skills and 
techniques and use them to complete exciting 
design and make tasks.  The emphasis is on 
promoting and understanding of nutrition and 
healthy eating.  The pupils will design and 
evaluate products made for themselves and 
others.  They will also experiment with large 
pieces of kitchen equipment, such as food 
processors, mixers and blenders. 

In fabric 
work, the pupils 
learn to use the 
sewing machine 
safely and 
creatively, as 
well as using 
techniques such 
as printing and 
dyeing fabrics.  

They will also develop surface decoration onto 
fabric, by hand and by machine, creating 
decorative textile items. 

�
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We teach Physical Education to all our 
children twice each week.  We participate in all 
the major games, athletics, gymnastics, dance, 
cross-country running and other minor games.  
Every child has swimming lessons for 
approximately six weeks during the spring 
term, subject to the availability of the 
neighbouring swimming pool.  We also 
organise a weeks skiing in Italy every alternate 
Easter.  We have two fully qualified P.E. 
teachers, who are ably assisted by other 
members of staff.  Our extensive games area 
includes football, rugby and hockey pitches and 
two netball courts for use in the winter.    

We have an athletics track, a cricket 
pitch and three tennis courts for the summer 
and the all-weather pitch is available all year 
round. 
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We encourage our pupils to attend a 
variety of sporting clubs both during and after 
school.  The emphasis is on achieving 
maximum participation and enjoyment so the 
attendance is good.  We introduce a 
competitive element through inter-form 
competitions and matches against local 

schools.  We 
also encourage 
our pupils to 
participate in 

sporting 
activities outside 
school and many 
belong to local 
football, rugby, 
cricket, running, 
athletics and 
other sports 
teams.  These 
local clubs also 

help us by providing after school coaching. 
 

We hope that through their experiences 
in and out of school, our pupils will enjoy 
physical education and will become healthier, 
more skilful, self-confident and socially 
integrated, now and in later life. 
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PSHECE makes an important 
contribution to the aims of the 
whole curriculum which are to 
enable all young people to 
become: 

·  Successful learners who enjoy 
learning, make progress and achieve 

·  Confident individuals who are able to 
live safe, healthy and fulfilling lives 

·  Responsible citizens who make a 
positve contribution to society 

It doesn’t just happen in pupils’ 
weekly, one hour lessons.  It is part of 

everything they do in school and within the 
community. 

This vital part of our work in school 
complements your efforts at home and the 
curriculum covers important areas of the 
pupils’ learning including: 

Personal identities and Diversity; 
Healthy Lifestyles including Relationships and 
Bullying issues, Drug Education and Sex 
Education; Careers and Economic 
understanding; Democracy and Justice and 
Rights and Responsibilities. 
       

We aim to help all our pupils become 
confident and responsible adults who have a 
positive view of themselves and an 
understanding of their growing responsibilities.  
We hope that before they transfer to Settle 
College they will be well informed on all 
aspects of their physical, emotional and sexual 
development and will be aware of possible 
threats to their health; show consideration for 
others and make well-considered decisions 
about their futures. 
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Our mixed-ability teaching 
acknowledges that all children 
have their own particular 
strengths and weaknesses and 

that catering for these demands a variety of 
teaching styles, a range of resources and an 
individual approach to learning.  This accepted, 
the idea of children ‘falling behind’ or being 
unable to ‘keep up’ becomes less significant.  
We know all our pupils well and are able to 
respond to each one. 

We try to meet every child’s needs by 
appropriate teaching methods and materials, 
throughout the normal curriculum.  In English, 
mathematics and some other subjects we 
provide an extra teacher in some lessons to 
work alongside those children needing support.  
At other times, children may receive extra 

Help with basic skills, such as reading, 
spelling, handwriting and number by being 
withdrawn from some lessons individually or 
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as part of a small group.  They may receive 
help from Mrs. Lassey (our school Special 
Needs Co-ordinator) or from our own 
teachers’ assistants.  We have a special 
learning support base which is well resourced 
and has the use of four computers and a 
whiteboard. 
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In year eight our pupils can take part in 
a variety of voluntary outdoor activities on 
Fridays.  These have included local hill 
walking, camping, cycling, caving, cooking 
underground and orienteering.  There is also a 
one-week stay at the East Barnby Outdoor 
Education Centre for pupils in Y8, a 
residential visit to Grinton Lodge for pupils in 
Y7 and a skiing holiday to Italy at Easter. 

Teachers organise various clubs and 
activities for children at lunchtime or after 
school and we have also run holiday and 
weekend sports schemes.  We are responsible 
for pupils who stay after school hours to take 
part in organised activities but you may need 
to arrange the transport home. 
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Our children’s work is continuously 
assessed and we regularly evaluate the 
effectiveness of our teaching, as well as the 
children’s learning.  We follow the 
recommendations contained in the National 
Curriculum and keep careful records.  In this 
way we track each child’s progress and 
achievements and give you a clear picture of 
your child’s attainments.  We try to smoothly 
continue the work begun at Primary School and 
allow the staff at Settle College to do the same.  
We encourage co-operation between you and 
school over this and, as well as a written report, 
we regularly invite you to school to discuss 
your child’s work with us.  If you are 
concerned about any aspect of your child’s 
school life, please contact us, rather than worry 
about it at home.  A telephone call or a note to 
any of the teachers allows us to help with most 
problems.  If you would like to talk to us, 
please feel free to come and see us at school.  If 
you can ‘phone in advance it helps us to spend 
more time on your concern and deal with it 
more effectively and make sure that the 
appropriate person is available to you.
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Percentage of pupils who gained level 4 or over in the Y6 tests in the last 4 years 
 

 
2007 

(82 pupils) 
 

2008  
( 85 pupils) 

 

2009 
(92 pupils) 

 

2010 
(92 pupils) 

 

English 79% 87% 84% 75% 

Maths 78% 70% 77% 67% 

Aggregate 157 157 157 142 

 
 

Settle Middle School’s Results for 2010  ( 92 Eligible Pupils) 
 

TEACHER 
ASSESSED 

Percentage at each level Percentage at each level TEST 
RESULTS 

W 1 2 3 4 5 D A < 3 3 4 5 N A 

English - - 2.1 18 69.5 9.7 1 - 2.1 20.6 52.2 22.8 - 2.1 English 

Reading - -     - - 2.1 10.9 42.4 40.2 2.1 2.1 Reading 

Writing - -     - - 2.1 32.6 48.9 15.2 - 1 Writing 

Maths - - 2.1 26 39.1 26 - 6.5 1 26.1 41.3 26.1 1 4.3 Maths 

 
 

Provisional National Results for 2010 
 

Percentage at each level 
TEST RESULTS 

3 or Below 4 5 N A 

17 48 33 1 1 English 

 33 51 - - Reading 

 50 21 - - Writing 

17 46 35 1 1 Maths 

 

 

Notes:  Figures have been rounded and may not total 100% (0 = less than 0.5%) 

“W”  represents children who are working towards level 1. 

N”  represents pupils who took the tests but failed to register a level 

“A”  represents pupils who have failed to register at a level due to absence. 
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·  See that my child goes to school regularly, is not late and has the proper school clothing and 
equipment 

·  Tell school about any problem that may affect my child’s work/behaviour 
·  Support the school’s policy on good behaviour and discipline 
·  Support my child with homework and other opportunities for home learning 
·  Check and sign my child’s diary 
·  Attend parents’ evenings and discussions about my child’s progress 
·  Be interested in my child’s school life 
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·  Attend school regularly and on time 
·  Bring the right equipment to lessons 
·  Wear school uniform and dress tidily 
·  Do all my work as well as I can 
·  Be polite, helpful and considerate 
·  Observe the school’s code of conduct 
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·  Contact you if we are concerned about your child’s attendance, punctuality, clothing or 
equipment 

·  Let you know about any significant concerns we may have that relate to your child’s work or 
behaviour 

·  Send you assessments of your child’s progress, an annual report and a record of achievement in 
year 8 

·  Set, mark and monitor homework 
·  Arrange parents’ meetings to discuss your child’s progress 
·  Keep you informed of school activities 
�

�
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Children need a rucksack-type bag for carrying their books and equipment.  Each child 

needs a pen (black ink, not ballpoint), a pencil, a ruler, coloured pencils (not felt tip pens), 
compasses, a circular protractor, a calculator and an art folder.  Other useful additions are a glue 

stick, a rubber, scissors and a pencil sharpener.  All of these items and others can 
be bought from the school shop at reasonable prices.  There is a list of school 
clothing at the back of this brochure but please remember that we do not allow 
football coats, scarves or hats.  All jewellery and make-up should be left at home, 
including earrings, studs, bracelets and necklaces.  There is a pay ‘phone for 
the pupils to use, so we do not allow mobile phones.  
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            We feel that a high degree of concentration and application while a child is at school is the 
best way to progress.  Nevertheless, homework is a good link between school and home and makes 
a good preparation for the Settle College courses. 

The amount of time spent on homework should increase from a nightly average of about 
half an hour in year six to about six hours per week in year eight.  Each pupil has a homework 
diary, which we ask you to check and sign every week. 
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With the exception of inhalers, please do not send any medicines to school. 
We are only allowed to give paracetamol and we must provide it, with your 
written agreement, where necessary.  Please make sure we know about it if 
your child has a medical problem or is asthmatic and please name any 
inhalers. No spare inhalers are held in school. 

�
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We are responsible for our own school meals service and plan the 
menus ourselves to emphasize healthy eating and to minimize convenience 
foods.  Like some other schools in North Yorkshire, we operate a cash-
cafeteria system.  This means that our children bring their money to school 
each day and spend as much or as little as you and they decide.  Please give 
your child a suitable named purse or wallet because she/he has to look after 
her/his own money.  It is also helpful if you give her/him enough money each 

day, rather than enough for the whole week at once on Mondays.  Large amounts of money should 
be handed in to the school office for safekeeping.  If your child forgets her/his money, then she/he 
can either ring you up or borrow some from the office, which should be repaid the next day.  The 
Area Education Office in Skipton (see page 2) can help you over free meals. 

 

!
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During 2008/09, there were 266 pupils on roll and school was open for 91,859 sessions.  Out 
of 91,859 possible attendances, there were 5,547 authorised absences (5.70%) and 106 unauthorised 
absences (0.1%) (94.2% attendance)  (One day = two sessions / absences). 

If your child is absent, please tell us about it as soon as possible, preferably before 9.00 a.m.  
Irregular attendance and children’s welfare sometimes involve the Educational Social Worker, 
based at the Area Education Office, Water Street, Skipton, who may visit you, if 
necessary. 

We want all our pupils to attend school regularly but children who are 
not well should be kept at home.  In infectious cases, such as diarrhoea, children 
should be free of infection for 24 hours before returning to school in order to 
avoid passing on the infection to others.  Normally, if your child is well enough 
to be in school, she/he is also well enough to join in all school activities, 
including P.E.  Please send a note if your doctor thinks it advisable for your 
child to be excused. 

�
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All these absences have to be authorized by the Head teacher, in advance.  

Some people mistakenly believe that they are entitled to take their child off school 
for a family holiday in term time, but this is not so.  If you have difficulty in taking 
your holiday in school holiday time, please ask your child to collect a holiday form 

in advance from the school office.  We cannot give permission for any child to have more than ten 
days extra holiday per year.  (Please minimize all absences.) 

�
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Research shows that bullying of some kind or other goes on in every school.  We do not 
condone such behaviour at Settle Middle and we deal promptly with any incidents that warrant it.  
We have an anti-bullying policy, which supports North Yorkshire’s guidelines.  Here is some 
advice for parents, which is endorsed by NYCC, on what to do if you think your child is being 
bullied: 

·  watch out for signs, such as not wanting to go to school, minor illnesses, avoiding friends, 
coming home with bruises or torn clothing, or possessions disappearing 

·  listen to what your child says.  Try to establish that the problem really is bullying and not 
something else.  Discuss with your child what you can do to help him or her to deal with it 

·  talk to any of us at school about it 

·  if your child needs to be escorted home, meet him or her round the corner, not at the school 
gate 

·  try not to be over-anxious or over-protective.  It may help to talk to the bully’s parents, but 
talk to us first 

·  do not promote a “thump-back” approach.  It can make things worse 

·  most children are called names in school.  These are usually humorous and are not meant to 
be hurtful, but if your child is upset by some name used, tell us about it.  If a name refers to 
a physical characteristic, let your child know that you love him, including this particular 
feature, which makes him an individual 

 

If you think your child is bullying others you should: 

·  talk to your child and explain that bullying is wrong and makes others unhappy 

·  show your child how to join in with others without bullying 

·  make an appointment to see your child’s form teacher as soon as possible, and explain the 

problem and discuss what the school and you can do together 

·  talk to your child regularly about how things are going at school 

·  give your child lots of praise and encouragement when they are being kind and considerate 

to others 
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We invite you to parents’ meetings in the autumn term of year six and in the spring and 
summer terms of all years.  We send you a written report on your child’s progress at the end of each 
year.  We also send you regular newsletters about forthcoming events, Settle 
Middle School Association functions, meetings and holiday dates.  We always 
ask you to give your consent to your child going on trips or using the internet 
or having their photo taken.  There is an Association for parents, friends, and 
teachers.  Some events are fund-raising to help to provide extra resources but 
we also have social and educational activities.  We hope that you will support 
the Association and help to make all the events successful. 

�
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A school, like any other organisation, has to ensure its smooth running and public image through 
the conduct and appearance of its members.  We encourage a common sense attitude in our 
children, have few stated rules, and yet take necessary action if any trend occurs that could upset 
this conduct and appearance.  We have clearly stated explanations of behaviour for in and out of the 
classroom which the pupils were involved in devising.  The consequences of making the wrong 
choices regarding behaviour (negative choices) are also clearly stated and displayed around the 
school as are the rewards and incentives for making the correct (positive) choices. 
�
�
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School transport is administered from County Hall in 
Northallerton and bus passes are normally sent to you automatically if 
you live far enough away from school and within our catchment area.  
If your child loses his or her bus pass, NYCC make a charge for 
issuing replacements.  In very bad weather the school buses sometimes run home early so your 
child should know what to do if you are not in.  If you have any other queries about school 
transport, please contact us. 
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Our charging policy has been approved by the governors and is in line with North Yorkshire 
County Council’s policy and the Education Reform Act (1988).  Briefly, it is that activities that take 
place mainly within the school day are free of charge, although we ask for contributions from you, 
but we charge for activities that take place mainly outside the school day. 
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Our experience suggests that minor problems are most effectively dealt with by contacting 
the Head teacher in the first instance.  Any difficulty can often be cleared up quickly, so please 
‘phone, write or call in if you have any cause for concern.  Making an appointment first is not 
essential, but it does help us to deal with the problem more effectively.  In most cases this is 
sufficient, but if you ever wish to take any matter further, please write to the clerk of the governors, 
who will advise you of your rights of representation and appeal. 
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All documents, relating to school policies, your rights, our curriculum, the 
education acts and many other aspects of school life, are available for you to 

inspect at school, by appointment. 
�
�
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The County Council does not carry any personal accident or public liability insurance for its 
pupils.  It limits its liability to any injury caused by negligence.  We normally do take out personal 
accident insurance for any trips away from school.  It is your responsibility, if you wish, to arrange 
and pay premiums for any other insurance that you may require. 
�
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Our policy is for school colours, rather than school uniform.  We do 
not have a particular supplier, although some items are available from 
school.  We do realize that school clothing is expensive, so if you are 
experiencing any financial difficulty, please contact the Head teacher for 
advice. 

 
·  Plain dark grey or black trousers or skirt in a style suitable for school 

wear 
·  A white polo shirt  
·  Socks or tights in plain dark grey, black or white 
·  Sensible plain, flat-heeled, black shoes (not trainers) 
·  A plain-coloured top coat in a style suitable for school wear (no 

patterns or logos) 
·  *  A plain red sweatshirt.  (School sweatshirts are available with our 

logo). 

�
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·  *  A royal blue polo shirt, with or without the school 
logo 

·  * Royal blue games shirt 
·  *  Royal blue shorts 
·  *  Royal blue football or hockey socks 
·     Football boots with studs  
·  *  A royal blue hooded sweatshirt with school logo 
·     A pair of trainers 
·     A towel for showers and a swimming 

costume/trunks 
 

         *  These items can be ordered through school. 


